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The Earth: Handle with Prayer 
BY JAN JOHNSON 

A s the plane descended that Saturday 
evening, I watched forest fires raging over 
m y special place o n the planet: Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a . F i r e after fire l i n e d the eastern 
c o r r i d o r to L o s Angeles . O n c e home, I 
c o u l d see the s k y lit up a n d the hi l l s above 
us o n fire. 

T h e next m o r n i n g as the w i n d s p icked 
up, firefighters k n o c k e d on our door a n d 
told us to pack up to be ready to leave. B u t 
the fire receded a n d they didn't come back, 
so we went w a n d e r i n g t o w a r d the h i l l s to 
gaze at the fire. 

That's w h e n I d i d something odd. I shut 
m y eyes a n d held up m y h a n d t o w a r d the 
d i rec t ion I wanted the w i n d to b l o w so 
that the fire w o u l d bypass our neighbor
h o o d a n d move back into the h i l l s . 

M y daughter's f r i e n d quizzed me , 
" W h a t are y o u do ing?" 

W i t h hesitant uncertainty, I offered, 
" U h . . . I ' m p r a y i n g for the w i n d to shift." 

A t the t ime , I thought it w a s o d d that 
I d i d that. B u t n o w I'd probably pray w i t h 
de terminat ion a n d imitate the Master : 
"Peace, be s t i l l " ( M a r k 4:39, King James 
Version). W h a t has changed is that m y 
fledgling ideas about p r a y i n g for our p l a n 
et, its forces, its creatures, a n d our part i n 
that have g r o w n . 

G o d could w o r k wonders w i t h o u t any
one's help, but G o d l ikes h a v i n g a team of 
partners , rather than mere ly puppets. Je
sus told the disciples they were no longer 
mere servants , but f r iends w h o knew the 
master's business ( J o h n 15:15). W e are part 
o f this team, a n d part of our "master s bus i 
ness" is c a r i n g for the earth: " T h e highest 
heavens belong to the L o r d , but the earth 
he has given to m a n " ( P s a l m 115:16). A s 
team members , we " r u l e over the f ish of 
the sea a n d the birds o f the air, over the 
l ivestock, over a l l the earth, a n d over a l l 
the creatures that m o v e a long the g r o u n d " 
(Genes is 1:26). 

T o some, " r u l e over" has meant to be 
exploit ive, but that real ly isn't imi ta t ing 
C h r i s t , w h o d i d not find power a n d au
thor i ty something to be exploited. Instead, 
the m i n d of C h r i s t ( w h i c h we have) i n 
v o l v e d se l f -giving, even se l f -emptying love 
( P h i l i p p i a n s 2:3, 6 ) . G o d tenderly cares for 

creat ion ( P s a l m 104:2-32), a n d as partners 
chosen to care for a n d tenderly manage 
or "be responsible for" creat ion (Genes is 
1:26, The Message), we aren't chosen for 
our o w n benefit, but for w h a t G o d wants 
to accompl ish through us. 

T h i s responsibi l i ty as God's agents— 
the h u m a n job descript ion—goes against 
contemporary tendencies to either disre
gard creat ion or to manipulate it, pray
ing : " G o d , please don't let it r a i n (even i f 
there's a drought) because I want to take 
m y boat out on the lake today." ( T h e latter 
m a y not a lways be an u n w i s e prayer unless 
it's the only k i n d of creat ion prayer we ever 
o f fe r—manipula t ive ) . C a n I let go o f m y 
manipula t ive w a y s , on the one h a n d , but 
also o f m y u n t h i n k i n g , indifferent ways 
( " I ' m too busy to recycle") to j o i n G o d i n 
tenderly c a r i n g for creation? 

Hearing the Groaning of the Earth 
A s God's agents on ear th (Genes is 

1:26), we are l ike estate managers, so it 
behooves us to learn h o w to be more re
sponsible a n d vigi lant i n c a r i n g for the 

earth. W h i l e there are m a n y w a y s to take 
responsibility, one s imple, overlooked w a y 
is i n pray ing for the earth. 

S u c h prayer requires that we under
stand the natural w o r l d as God's idea a n d 
God's w o r k m a n s h i p , f u l l o f beauty a n d 
wonder. Yet this natura l w o r l d is also f u l l 
of ugliness a n d violence, but "that wasn't 
the or ig inal intent ion, and the l i v i n g G o d 
has n o w acted to heal the w o r l d of w i c k e d 
ness a n d corrupt ion w h i c h have so r a d i 
cal ly infected it ." ' T h i s act ion involves the 
c o m i n g of the C h r i s t , a n d through C h r i s t , 
G o d was pleased to "reconcile to h i m s e l f a l l 
things, whether things on earth or things 
i n heaven, by m a k i n g peace through his 
blood, shed o n the cross." T h e gospel o f 
C h r i s t ( l i fe, death, a n d resurrect ion) has 
n o w been "proc la imed to every creature 
under heaven" (Coloss ians 1:20, 23) . P a u l 
bel ieved that the " w h o l e cosmos is good, 
G o d - g i v e n , a n d despite the rebell ion of the 
powers w i t h i n it, it has been reconci led to 
its m a k e r . . . n e w creation has been b o r n , 
and must n o w be implemented." 2 H o w can 
we be a part of that? 



As God's agents on earth (Genesis 1 -.26), we are like 

estate managers, so it behooves us to learn how to be 

more responsible and vigilant in caring for the earth. 

Schooled i n these ideas as another 
r o u n d of fires came near our home, I asked 
G o d h o w I might pray. I 've been counseled 
by those w i s e r i n prayer to be h u m b l e w h e n 
v e n t u r i n g out i n a new k i n d o f prayer. So I 
fo l lowed this advice to start s m a l l by pray
ing for the smallest o f the n ine fires, one 
that happened to be about 10 mi les f r o m 
me. That first little fire went out i n a day 
. . . but then , it w a s a s m a l l fire. Besides 
I ' m not sure m y prayers made a difference 
i n the fire, but I loved part ic ipat ing i n the 
gentle management of creat ion. 

T h e n I rece ived an e - m a i l f r o m a 
f r i e n d l i v i n g i n a dis tant c o m m u n i t y sur 
r o u n d e d o n three sides by fire. W o u l d I 
pray? So I focused o n that c o m m u n i t y , 
a n d again , it w a s spared (but a lot o f 
people were p r a y i n g for that o n e ) . I kept 
a l l th i s to myself , f o l l o w i n g the d i sc ip l ine 
o f secrecy, especia l ly about prayer ( M a t 
t h e w 6:6; 8 :4) . M a n y people were p r a y i n g , 
a n d I w a s so happy to be a s m a l l , s imple 
c o n d u i t . 

W i t h new awareness i n m y eyes a n d 
ears, I seemed to see a n d hear the groaning 
of creat ion as we also were going through 

a severe drought i n Southern C a l i f o r n i a 
( R o m a n s 8:19-23) . T h i s was causing coy
otes a n d deer a n d rattlesnakes to appear 
on our streets a n d front lawns desperately 
l o o k i n g for water. So I prayed for unex
pected r a i n to help these creatures. 

Af ter a few days o f pray ing this way, 
I f o u n d m y s e l f s l ightly annoyed by s low 
traffic o n the freeway because . . . there 
was unexpected r a i n . Before this , I might 
have w i s h e d the r a i n w o u l d stop, but n o w 
I s lowed d o w n a n d thanked G o d for the 
prayed-for unexpected r a i n that inconve
nienced me but helped the earth and its 
creatures. 

Paying Attention 
V i e w i n g ourselves as God's agents 

changes h o w we respond to cl imate news 
elsewhere. W h i l e we might pray for inter
nat ional pol i t ica l struggles, could I pray 
also for c l imate disasters? 

Some people prefer not to pray, because 
i f things don't seem to come out perfectly, 
it w i l l look l ike G o d has fai led. So we don't 
pray i n order to protect God's reputat ion 
(as i f G o d needs m e to do th is ) . But w h e n 

homes a n d even lives are destroyed, I a m 
sti l l God's agent. G o d is there because I ' m 
there. G o d is a helper i n these situations 
a n d invites m y h u m a n m i n d and body to 
partner by helping too by donating t ime 
a n d money. 

S u c h prayer requires expectancy. 
W h e n facing a natural disaster, we tend to 
be a f ra id or to w o r r y or even to become 
n u m b . But these thoughts contradict the 
prayers we just uttered a loud. D o I believe 
God's love a n d power i n the universe can 
for this m o m e n t be focused to b r i n g about 
goodness a n d rescue i n the midst of this 
natural disaster? A m I w i l l i n g to ask? Yes, 
because once you've part ic ipated i n being 
God's agent a few t imes, y o u love being a 
part of what G o d is doing and w o u l d never 
sit on the sidelines again. 
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HOW THE BIBLE GUIDED ME AT A CROSSROADS 
Continued from page 11 

s e a r c h i n g Scr ip ture , praying and fasting, 
and seek ing w i s e counse l , my heart w a s 
s t i l l unset t led about the right choice. 

Principle 6: E x a m i n e the open doors . 
In Revelat ion 3:8, J e s u s s a y s to the 
m e s s e n g e r of the c h u r c h in Phi ladelphia , 
" I have placed before you an open door 
that no one can shut . " In A c t s 16 the Holy 
Spirit kept c losing doors on P a u l unt i l he 
opened a door in Macedonia . 

Look at the options. What do your 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s s a y ? In our situation, the 
door w a s open to go and the door w a s 
open to stay. 

Principle 7: S e e k s u p e r n a t u r a l 
direction f rom God. A l l o w God to direct 
your s teps . I think in most s i tuat ions you 
w i l l have a s e n s e of God's leading long 
before you reach this point, but T e r e s a 

and I did everything mentioned above and 
s t i l l had no c l e a r s e n s e of direction f r o m 
God. Going or staying w e r e both equal ly 
val id choices . T h a t ' s w h e n a proverb 
guided our f ina l choice. 

"The lot is cast into the lap, but its 
every decision is f rom the L o r d " (Proverbs 
16:33). In A c t s 1 , w h e n the disc iples w e r e 
choosing a rep lacement for J u d a s , the 
decision c a m e down to two equally good 
choices and there w a s s t i l l no clarity. 

What happened? They prayed, " L o r d , 
. . . s h o w u s w h i c h of these two you 
have chosen to take over this apostolic 
m i n i s t r y " (Acts 1:24, 25). The disc iples 
f inished praying and then cast lots. What 
is cast ing lots? It 's the ancient equivalent 
of flipping a coin! The apost les made 
their f ina l decision by ask ing God to direct 

the outcome of roll ing the dice or flipping 
a coin or drawing n a m e s . 

So that 's what T e r e s a and I did. I 
would never do this at the beginning 
of a choice process , but after we had 
done everything e lse w e k n e w to do, 
w e cast lots! We prayed and fasted, yet 
again ask ing God to direct our choice 
by controll ing the flip of a coin. T h e coin 
c a m e up nine t imes in a row to move to 
F lor ida , and I quit f l ipping! 

Most choices in life won' t ever come to 
a prayer -covered coin flip. And God is not 
so s m a l l he can b less only one choice. 
But w h e n w e ser ious ly followed biblical 
pr inciples , God c lear ly lighted our path. 
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